memem e Nuggets 40: "If Only..."

“If only..." Arethere any sadder words? If only | had spent time with the children while
they were young, refused that last promotion, respected my parents' love, avoided that
first drink, ignored that flirtation, given my life to Christ. Today's numbing losses grow
from yesterday's tragic choices.

Many people, looking back, can now identify the specific moment, the fateful choice that
started them toward where they are today. Remember or not, there was one. Most did not
then realize the full meaning of their choice. If they had, they might have chosen
differently.

Have you ever had one of those dreams where you did some great wrong? When you
woke up, you said, "Thank God, it was just a dream!" You realized that you had not
yet gone down such awrong fork in the road. Does God use such dreams to make us
more careful?

I had a friend who was poised to sacrifice his family for an affair. | said to him, "This path
will end in tears and regret. | know people who would give anything if they could still be
where you are, not yet having made the jump. Still able to turn back."

We have all made some choices we now regret. God does not stop loving us. Though
some losses cannot be recovered, God accepts our repentance, holds us and gives worth
to our lives. But how much better to have taken the forks which lead to good and avoid
heartbreak.

Galatians 6:7-9; Joshua 24:14-16; Matthew 16:24-26; 6:33; Genesis 13:5-13; 19:1-38; Hosea 8:7; 10:12; Proverbs 14:12;
Deuteronomy 30:19,20; 5:29; Psalm 51:12; 71:20,21; 1 Peter 5:10
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